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Aristotle

Ethics

Books I-III, IV.2-3

1. (I.1) (1094a, cf. 1097a) What is an “end”?

2. (I.2) (1094a) How does Aristotle argue that there must be a “chief good”?

3. (I.2) (1094b) Why is Aristotle’s inquiry into the nature of happiness fundamentally a political one?

4. (I.6) (1096a-b) Why does Aristotle object to Plato’s view of a universal form of “good”?

5. (I.6) (1096b) Why is an understanding of the universal form of “the good” useless?
6. (I.7) (1097a) What is Aristotle’s definition of “the good” and “chief good”?

7. (I.7) 1097b) What is man’s “end” according to Aristotle?

8. What is man’s “end” according to the Bible? (Cite appropriate passages)
9. (I.7) (1098a, 1099b) What is happiness?

10. (I.10) (1100b-1101a) How is Aristotle’s definition of happiness different from Solon’s?

11. (II.1) (1103a) Does Aristotle think that man has virtue in himself?

12. (II.1) (1103a-b) From what does virtue come?

13. (II.2) (1104a) What is “the mean” and why must we aim at it?

14. (II.3) (1105a) Why is the whole concern of virtue/political science pleasures and pains?

15. (II.3) (1105a) How are pleasures and pains used well or badly?

16. (II.4) (1105b) Why can one not become virtuous solely by listening to Philosophy?

17. (II.5) (1105b-1106a) Why are the virtues not passions?

18. (II.6) (1106b) What example illustrates the principle, “It is possible to fail in many ways while to succeed is possible only in one way”?

19. (II.9) (1109a; cf. 1106b-1107a) What is meant by, “Moral virtue is a mean”?

20. (III.1) (1110a) What are “mixed” actions?
21. (III.1) (1110ab) What are compulsory actions?
22. (III.1) (1110b) How do men become unjust?
23. (III.2) (1111b-1112a) Does Aristotle hold to the existence of a “free-will”?

24. (III.3) (1112ab) About what things can we deliberate? 
25. (III.3) (1112b-1113a) Why do we deliberate about means not ends?
26. (III.5) (1113b) What is the difference between what we wish for and what we choose? 

27. (III.6-7) (1115ab) What is Aristotle’s definition of ideal courage?
28. (III.8) (1116a-1117a) What are the five types of courage and Aristotle’s criticisms of them?
29. (III.10) (1117b-1118b) What is Aristotle’s definition of temperance?

30. (III.12) (1119a) Why is self-indulgence worse than cowardice?

31. (IV.1) (1119b-1120b) What is Aritotle’s definition of liberality?

32. (IV.2) (1122ab) What is Aristotle’s definition of magnificence?

33. (IV.3) (1123a-1125a) What is Aristotle’s definition of pride?
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